
 
TOWN OF SOUTHINGTON 

PARKING AUTHORITY 
September 12, 202 

 
A regular meeting of the Town Southington Parking Authority on Wednesday, September 12, 2012 in the Council 
Chambers of the Town Hall, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Michael Riccio at 1:32 P.M. 
 
Roll Call    Present:  Commissioner Dolores Babkirk-Rodrigues, Commissioner Mathew Florian, Commissioner 
Mark Meade, Chairman Michael Riccio and Commissioner John Solury. 
 
A quorum is determined. 
 
Election of Vice Chairperson    Chairman Riccio reported the resignation of Commissioner DelDebbio and 
welcomed to the Parking Authority Commissioner Mark Meade.   Ms. DelDebbio’s resignation leaves a vacancy 
for Vice Chairperson.   Commissioner Florian nominated Commissioner Babkirk-Rodrigues.  The nomination was 
seconded by Commissioner Meade.  The nomination passed on a voice vote.  There were none opposed. 
 
Submission of Bills   Chairman Riccio presented two bills for payment.  There is one from Schmidt Landscaping 
for August ground maintenance in the contracted amount of $764.42 and the other is $125 for the stenographer 
today. 
 
Commissioner Communications    Commissioner Solury had some questions.  (1) When will the walk-thru of the 
Plantsville lot be scheduled?  Chairman answered that he is planning to wait until all of their signs are in place. 
Riccio will check on the progress. (2) Solury notes that there is a temporary electrical service in the No. Liberty 
lot and there is a vine that has grown to the top of it.   Riccio will look into having it removed.  (3)  Any update on 
the Paul Gregory parking lot?   There is no update other than Riccio has spoken recently to Sarah Mayo and she 
is planning to go before the Planning & Zoning soon.  (4) Is there an updated copy of the overnight parking 
regulations?  Riccio will forward it to all commissioners.  (5) What about the Valley Bank drive-thru where there 
is a dip in the pavement?   Riccio has been told that it was done by Tilcon.  (6)  Could he have a copy of this 
year’s operating budget? He is interested in the carry-over arrangements.  Riccio will distribute to all 
commissioners before the next meeting.   (7)  Four months ago it was decided to assign post regulations and 
standards for municipal lots.  Has that been accomplished?   Not yet.  Riccio has ordered a different signpost for 
the new island, to be considered as a standard by the Parking Authority.  It is more expensive than those being 
used. 
 
Public Communications    Arthur Cyr speaks to the commission. (1) He has some complaints about the 
landscaping in the lot across from Machiavelli’s.   (2) Regarding the depression in the Valley Bank lot he knows 
that Tilcon did do “something to that.”  After the last rain, Cyr believes that the puddle is worse than it was 
before. (3)  He has reviewed the plan for the parking lot at 36, 60 and 76 No Main St.   He is concerned about the 
proposed location for the handicapped parking.   He suggests that there may be a need for a bigger waiver so 
that this can be laid out better and an access can be included out Center Place. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Parking Waiver Request of Serafine Poperties, LLC for 14 Parking Spaces for new Retail Building and re-
development of 36, 60 and 76 North Main Street Parking lots.     Chairman Riccio acknowledged a conflict and 
turned the meeting over to Vice Chairperson Babkirk-Rodrigues.    
 
Joseph Wren, owner of Indigo Land Design, LLC  (Old Saybrook, CT.) addressed the Parking Authority.   Paul 
Edwards from Liberty Bank and Nancy Serafino were also present.   He has provided copies of the site plan for 
each commissioner. He explained the reason for choosing the proposed space for the handicapped parking.  He 
points out that Center Place does not abut the property.   He explained the site plan in detail.   Commissioner 
Solury questioned him about the formula used to ascertain the number of waivers needed.  Commissioner 
Florian commented that this is a great plan and good use of the property.   He shared some hind-sight lessons, 
particularly about lighting of the site.  He expressed concern about the placement of the handicapped parking 
and discussed other options.   There was a lengthy question and answer time.   Commissioner Florian 
commented on the record that the Parking Authority needs to be concerned about the best use of the property 
and expressed his inclination to award enough waivers so that the developer has the flexibility to address the 
issue of safe, accessible handicapped parking, utilizing the land and the topography.  Commissioner Solury 
commented that he believes the handicapped parking placement is governed by the building officials and ADA 
requirements.  He is in favor of the extra parking waivers for a change in placement of handicapped parking.  
 
  Lou Perillo, Southington Economic Development, addressed the commission.   His office is in support of the 
waiver and notes that the drive-thru will increase the efficiency of the parking lot.  He spoke of other parking 
options in the area.  He is in support of a greater number of spaces in order to allow optimum placement of the 
handicapped parking.  He spoke of Planning & Zoning’s interest in securing easements in the Center Place area. 
 
Commissioner Meade made a motion to approve the request of the applicant for a 14 parking space waiver, 
with the addition of 5 spaces, pending the Planning & Zoning and Building Official recommendations on the ADA 
compliance, and the possibility of future easements providing access to Center Place.  The motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Florian.  The Vice Chairperson called for a roll call vote:  Commissioner Babkirk-Rodrigues-yes, 
Commissioner Florian-yes, Commssioner Meade-yes, Commissioner Solury-yes. 
 
Chairman Riccio returns to the Chair. 
 
Annual Request of Apple Harvest Committee to the Public Parking Lots for the Apple Harvest Festival. 
 James Champaine, serving as the coordinator for the Apple Harvest Festival, addressed the commission. 
He announced the required approvals from the Town and State of Connecticut.  He asks permission to use the 
Riccio Way Lot and the BOA Lot.  He outlined the preparations and the scheduling.   Questions of the 
commission were answered.   Commissioner  Babkirk-Rodrigues made a motion of approve this request as 
presented.   Commissioner Solury seconded her motion and it passed on a voice vote.    
 
Request of Joelle Walashevich for special parking pass.   Proprietor of Sweet Boutique, she comes downtown in 
the early morning hours and has had a few unsettling incidents.  She requests that she be allowed to park near 
the fountain, where it is well-lighted, during the night.  She also wishes to have a loading pass to be used on 
occasion.   Commissioner Florian stated for the record that this lady is his tenant, but asks if he can comment.  
There was no dissent.  Commissioner Florian expressed concern for her unique situation.   Commissioner 
Baabkirk-Rodrigues made a motion to issue a special parking pass to Joelle Walashevish  to be used in the 
 
 



 
 municipal lot from 3 A.M. until 5:30 A.M. and when she is loading.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Meade.  It passed on a voice vote.  Commissioner Florian abstained.  Chairmain Riccio will secure the pass and 
speak to the Police Department. 
 
Request of Center Street Building Owners for a common dumpser pad in vicinity of the BOA Parking Lot. 
The proprietors in this area want to move forward with a plan for a common dumpster away from the building.  
The Parking Authority is on the record as being in favor of such a plan.   The Bank of America is willing to move 
its dumpsters, but they are required to have their own dumpsters.  There is a question about the expense 
involved for a dumpster pad and the required fencing.  Commissioner Florian explored this possibility 
extensively a few years ago.   A few different locations were discussed.  Lou Perillo made some suggestions from 
the podium, citing the cooperation among building owners as an economic development function.   Alternate 
forms of funding were discussed.  Commissioner Florian made a motion that the Parking Authority support the 
efforts of local businesses to move their dumpsters to the identified location.  Commissioner Babkirk-Rodrigues 
seconded his motion.  It passed on a voice vote.  Chairman Riccio will follow up with engineering and discuss 
funding issues with officials.  Lou Perillo offered to support this. 
 
Old Business – Update on Sign installation, island improvements in Bank of America lot and No. Liberty lot. 
Chairman Riccio reported.  The signs have arrived and will installed next week.  Commissioner Solury asked if the 
encumbered money all came through.  Riccio answered that it “all came through before.”   He reported that the 
river rock improvement at the No Liberty lot has been delayed.   It is on the schedule to be completed on 
Monday. 
 
Riccio Lot issues    Physicians who utilize the Riccio lot are having a major problem parking when they leave the 
lot temporarily for emergencies and then return.   There was a discussion about the best way to handle this.  
Commissioner Florian acknowledged that these are his tenants.  Actually there are several issues: not enough 
two hour parking spaces close to the building, handicapped spaces and the emergency spaces for the physicians.   
There was a discussion about using the private lot and the municipal lot to a better advantage. Commissioner 
Florian will research how many physicians are involved and Riccio will secure a map of the lots so that an 
informed discussion can be held.   Commissioner Solury asked if Branford Hall was continuing to make 
arrangements for administrators to park off-site.  Commissioner Florian knows that he cannot vote on any of 
this but he will survey the tenants to get the best consensus he can. 
 
  Chairman Riccio spoke on the record.  He does not think that Mat Florian should have to apologize for being a 
landlord downtown.   Riccio  feels that there should always be at least one downtown building owner on the 
Parking Authority.  Riccio understands that (Florian) can’t vote, but his first-hand knowledge of the daily 
workings of the downtown businesses is vital to the quality of the decisions made by this commission.  He 
thanked Commissioner Florian for his service to the town with his time and efforts doing this work.  
 
Adjournment    Commissioner Solury made a motion to adjourn at 2:39 PM.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Florian and passed on a voice vote.     
 
             
                


